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                                              Norwalk-Wilton Chapter #3929of AARP, Inc.  
 

Meetings at Gallaher Mansion, Cranbury Park 
Grumman Avenue, Norwalk, CT 

                                            12:30 PM  
  President: Anne Richards                                                             Editor: Terry Fontaine                                       
  Ph:  203-762-0033                                                                        Ph: 203-847-2450     
  Em: anne@norwalkwiltonaarp.org                                                Em: tmf4@optonline.net                                                 
                                                  

Newsletter 
 
TODAY’S MEETING: February 23, 2012 

 

Greeters:  Evelyn Aman and Gloria Breese 
Pledge:     Mildred Choyce                                                                        Invocation: 
  

Refreshments: Thank you to Jackie Albert, Evelyn Aman, Mildred Choyce, Terry Fontaine, Betty  
                         Kiamos, June King, Alice Lauder, Virginia Perry, and Gail Stevens. 
Workers: Fred and Margi Roos, Marian Ainsworth, Ed and Joan Maleski, 
               Gail Stevens, Al and Terry Fontaine.           

     Chapter Officers and Board Members                                 President’s Message  
                                                  

  President               Anne Richards 
  Vice President        Dorothy Girouard 
  Secretary               Abbott White 
  Treasurer              Gaye Seymour 

                    Board Members 

                                
   Class of 2012:                 Marian Ainsworth 
                                           Dorothy Gilbert                            
                                           Margi Roos  
 
   Class of 2013                  Ed Maleski 
                                           Nancy Bauer 
                                         
   Class of 2014                  Mary  Gerloff 
                                           Helen Smith 
                                           Gail Stevens 
   Nominating Committee              
        Terry Fontaine, Betty Kiamos, Fred Roos,    
        and Betty White. 

                      
Volunteer Hours: 

 

January 2012     381 

 
WELCOME TO ALL TODAY! 

It certainly feels like spring around 
here instead of the middle of win-
ter.  Some friends of mine have 
told me that their crocuses are 
coming up already and some bulbs 
are peeking their heads up. 

"Every gardener knows that under the cloak of win-
ter lies a miracle ... a seed waiting to sprout, a bulb 
opening to the light, a bud straining to unfurl.  And 
the anticipation nurtures our dream." 
-  Barbara Winkler 

This season there are so many things going on that 
it is hard to imagine anyone who is home.  Lots are 
traveling to Florida, some are going cruising, sev-
eral like the area in Arizona and New Mexico and 
some like to ski.  Sorry, about the skiing but there 
doesn’t seem to be any snow around here.  Where 
is the snow?  We certainly don’t want the amount of 
snow we had last winter ever again. But then again: 
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"Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and 
warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand and for a 
talk beside the fire:  it is the time for home."   
-  Edith Sitwell 

There are several holidays in February that should 
be celebrated.  Of course, Groundhog Day (6 more 
weeks of winter), Valentine’s Day (chocolate hearts 
and cards) and President’s Day (Happy Birthday 
George and Abe).  
 
Celebrate all you can, birthdays, holidays, anniversaries 
and most of you are here at the AARP monthly meeting.  
So glad that you are here to enjoy the day. 
 
Anne 
 

 
Today’s Program:  Arranged by Marian Ainsworth 
Joe Warren, of Wild Birds Unlimited. will tell us about 
winter birds.  

 
March 22 Program:  
CT Attorney George Jepsen will inform us about Seniors 
Against Scams. 

 
Community Service     Chapter Contact: Dottie Gil-
bert 
Today’s donations benefit the Salvation Army of Norwalk. 
 
For March 22:. The Visiting Nurses and Hospice of Fair-
field County Wish List includes bottles of sham-
poo/conditioner, body lotion, unscented baby wipes, De-
pends, body wash in small bottles, and $10.00 gift cards. 
  

We Welcome a New Member 
 
Last month, Evelyn Aman of Norwalk joined our 
chapter. Welcome aboard, Evelyn! 
 
***Forms for new members are available from  
    Nancy, our Membership Chair. 
 

 An Explanation about our 
                                       Annual Chapter Dues 
 
The national AARP dues that you pay to Wash-
ington, DC, are for each calendar year, that is, 
January through December. 
 
Chapter dues, however, are for September to 
June of each year, which is our fiscal year. 

Hence, at our first meeting each September, 
chapter dues are collected. We do not prorate 
for those paying after September. 
 
SO....... DUES ARE NOW OVERDUE!! Please see 
Nancy Bauer if you have not paid the $8.00 for 2011-
2012. Thank you! 

 

Sunshine:  Abbott and Betty White 
A Get Well card was sent to Fred Roos who re-
cently came home, where he continues to re-
ceive rehabilitation services. 
 

             
Committee Chairs 
 
Community Service.......................        Dottie Gilbert 

Health ...........................................        Dottie Gilbert 

Hospitality………………..           Margi and Fred Roos 

Legislation.....................................        Dot Girouard 

Membership ..................................        Nancy Bauer 

Newsletter .....................................      Terry Fontaine 

Program ........................................ Marian Ainsworth 

Publicity ………………………                Joan Maleski 
Social Events ................................        Mary Gerloff 

Sunshine………………           Betty and Abbott White 

. 
              We Save, Collect and Donate! 
 
In addition to bringing in items monthly to help 
fulfill the Wish Lists of area charitable agen-
cies, we collect domestic and foreign stamps for 
Habitat for Humanity, which is by far our best 
supported effort. We thank you so much, loyal  
participants! Keep ‘em coming, and please 
leave a paper frame around each stamp. 
 
But, don’t forget aluminum tabs, used eye-
glasses, including sunglasses, and food labels. 
Please see our president, Anne, for further de-
tails on these three additional items. 
 

        
Angels on Valentine’s Day 
Remarked a seven year old boy, “What I don’t get about 
angels is why, when someone is in love, they shoot ar-
rows at them.” 
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Reminiscing with Virginia Perry 
 
In December 1917, I was born 
in Swarthmore, PA where we 
lived until moving to Princeton, 
and then Haddonfield, NJ. After 
high school, I studied art at the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art for 
four years, and also continued with my piano stud-
ies. 
 
Bret and I were married in May 1941. The Decem-
ber 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor disrupted the 
lives of thousands of unprepared people. Bret was 
transferred from Baltimore to the New York home 
office. His company was declared an essential in-
dustry, and he was deferred to redesign and retool 
machinery for the American Can Company. Our two 
boys, Robert and David, were born in ’44 and ’46 in 
Bronxville, NY. 
            
After the war, we lived in East Chester, NY for 16 
years. It was a wonderful place to raise a family, 
and we made many friends. It had a very diverse 
population; many of the families of UN delegations 
and consulate delegates, along with Italians who 
had come years before to work in the marble 
quarry. Grand Central Station and the 5

th
 Avenue 

Library are made of Tuckahoe pure white marble. 
 
For about five years I was a den mother for the cub 
scouts. I had a double den (16) of 8 and 9 year olds 
in my living room once a month. We wrote a play 
about Iroquois Indians, and performed it at a meet-
ing. We also planned a meal, shopped for the food, 
prepared it, set the table, served it, and cleaned up. 
It was great. They learned scouting skills from a 
senior scout who came to the meetings. 
 
The Lighthouse for the Blind in White Plains had a 
program to teach “clients” basic skills. I taught them 
to use the sewing machine. They made clothes for 
themselves; one elderly man made a dress for his 
wife. We served them lunch, and they could social-

ize, a very important part of the program. I wish 
Fairfield County had a program like it. 
 
It would be hard to explain how we became 
“parents” to ten young people (one at a time, 
that is). There was Marlene (USA), Jutaro (Ja-
pan), Amit (India), Matthew and Lucia (Taiwan), 
Ray (South Africa), Burkhardt (Germany), Ellis 

(Denmark), Arnold (Switzerland), and Julita 
(Columbia). They came for different reasons, 
but have all done well since their sojourn to the 
United States. Some are still my “children”. 
                                                                                            
All of the young people were between the ages 
of 17 and 21, except Ray, a few years older. 
Occasionally I hear from them. They are all 
married now, and working at many endeavors. 
Ellis, Arnold, Ray, Liz, and Julita and I write to 
each other. Julita is like my daughter, Liz, too. 
Others come once in a blue moon. My family 
loved them, too. Sometimes I feel like J.S. Bach 
who had 20 children.  
 
P.S. While we lived in Tuckahoe, NY, I was a 
volunteer in the Laurence Hospital pediatric 
wing for almost 15 years. Since coming to Con-
necticut in 1968, I have been a volunteer with 
the Red Cross Blood Bank. 
 
Association with AARP has always been inter-
esting and enjoyable, and to see how commu-
nity minded they are. We need to use our time 
for the betterment of others who need us, and 
to inspire others to do the same. 
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